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Cultural Studies has had a set of varied and diverse 
trajectories in Kerala. One can see its antecedents 
in the work of T K. Ramachandran and associates, 
primarily in their pathbreaking work Kalavimarsam 
(1983), where the concept and practice of 
“samskarika vimarsam” (cultural critique) was 
introduced as a form of radical political 
intervention in the dominant practices of culture. If 
this intervention had Marxian moorings and was 
initiated from outside the academia, several similar 
“non-academic” interventions came up in the 
following decade, significantly informed by 
feminist, Dalit, and other subaltern theoretical and 
political persuasions. A decade later, it was again T 
K. Ramachandran, along with his junior colleague 
M. V. Narayanan, who formed the very first 
academic body for Cultural Studies, Forum for 
Cultural Studies, at the Department of English, 
University of Calicut. The first-ever conference on 
Cultural Studies in Kerala also came to be held 
under the auspices of the Forum and the 
Department. Titled “Visitations of the Past: 
Revivalism and Contemporary Culture,” (1996) it 
brought together academics, writers, scholars, 
performers, schoolteachers, bank employees, 
factory workers and various others from different 
walks of life to deliberate upon the cultural and 
political implications of the rising tide of Hindu 
revivalism in Kerala’s popular culture.  

Much water has flowed under the bridge 
since then and Cultural Studies in Kerala today is 
informed by a rich complexity that features a vast 
plurality of political positions, critical approaches, 
and methodologies. Needless to say, there has also 
been a huge opening up and diversification of the 
areas that are considered “cultural,” bringing up a 

variety of locutions, discourses and interventions 
that steadfastly refuse to be reduced into a 
homogeneous school of thought or critique.  

Our seminar is an attempt to map this 
plurality by bringing together some senior scholars 
who have contributed to it immensely and a few 
budding younger scholars whose work holds the 
promise to extend the contours of Cultural Studies, 
and thus initiate a conversation among generations, 
so to speak.   
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Covid protocol will be strictly enforced 
during the event, and we request all 
participants to abide by the same, 
wearing masks and following physical 
distancing. 

Prof. M. V. Narayanan studied at 
Maharaja’s College and the Institute of 
English, University of Kerala and has a 
Ph.D. from University of Exeter, UK. He 
has taught at the Department English at 
the University of Calicut, St. Thomas 
College, Thrissur, University of Sharjah 
and Miyazaki International University, 
Japan. His major areas of research are 
Cultural Studies, Theatre & Performance, 
Comparative Performance Studies, 
traditional Indian Theatre. He has written 
three books: Space, Time, and Ways of 
Seeing: The Performance Culture of 
Kutiyattam, Ormayute Ulbhavam and 
Itam, Avatharanam, Kazchavazhikal.  
His articles have appeared in TDR, 
Comparative Culture, edited anthologies 
such as Dance Matters (Routledge), 
Patronage, Spectacle, and the Stage 
(IFTR), and a number of Indian journals. 
He has done extensive documentation of 
Kathakali and Kutiyattam in association 
with UNESCO, CDiT, VEDIKA, a non-
profitable trust for the promotion of 
traditional performing arts, and Centre 
for the Documentation of Performing 
Arts, Killimangalam 

 



Programme Chart 

23-02-22: 

• 10 AM to 10.05 AM- Welcome 
Speech: Dr. Umer Thasneem 
(Assistant Professor, Department 
of English, University of Calicut) 

• 10.05 AM to 10.15 AM - 
Presidential Address: Dr. Janaky 
Sreedharan (Head, Department of 
English, University of Calicut)  

• 10.15 AM to 11.10 AM- 
Inaugural Address: Dr. K.M. Anil 
(Professor, Thunchath 
Ezhuthachan Malayalam 
University)  

• 11.10 AM to 11.25 AM: Tea 
Break  

• 11.30 AM to 12.25 PM- Keynote 
Address: Dr. Meena T. Pillai 
(Professor and Director, Centre 
for Cultural Studies, Institute of 
English, University of Kerala).  

TOPIC: Desiring Kerala/Desire in Kerala/ 
Gender and Affective Economies  

Chair: Dr. K.M. Sherrif (Associate 
Professor, Department of English, 
University of Calicut) 

• 12.25 PM to 1.30 PM - Paper 
presentation and Discussion: 
Meera C (Research Scholar, 
Centre for Culture Studies, 
Institute of English, University of 
Kerala) 

TOPIC-The Reading Woman as a Cultural 
Signifier: A Study of Select Narratives 
from Late Nineteenth Century Kerala 

Chair: Dr. Ayshath Shamah Rahmath 
(Guest faculty, Department of English, 
University of Calicut) 

• 1.30 PM to 2. 30 PM: Lunch 
Break 

• 2.30 PM to 3.25 PM: Paper 
Presentation and Discussion: Dr. 
Sucheta Sankar V (Postdoctoral 
Fellow, Centre for Culture 
Studies, Institute of English, 
University of Kerala) 

TOPIC: Women’s Digital Travel 
Discourses in Keralam: Gender and 
Cultures of Virtual Mobility 

Chair: Athira Sadanand (Guest Faculty, 
Department of English, University of 
Calicut) 

• 3.25 PM to 3.40 PM: Tea Break  

• 3.45 PM to 4.45 PM 

Paper Presentation: Arya Alvernas 
(Research Scholar, Centre for Cultural 
Studies, Institute of English University of 
Kerala) 

TOPIC: Becoming Modern in Early 
Twentieth Century Keralam: Sartorial 
Curation and Affective Self-fashioning in 
Select Malayalam Proto novels. 

Chair: Swetha T.P. (Research Scholar, 
Department of English, University of 
Calicut) 
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24-02-2022: 

• 10.00 AM to 11.00 AM: Paper 
Presentation: Dr. Udaya Kumar 
(Professor, Centre for English 
Studies, JNU) 

Topic: Thinking Kerala’s Literature: 
Normative Frames, Publics and Cultural 
Criticism 

Chair: Prof. M.V. Narayanan (Professor, 
Department of English, University of 
Calicut) 

• 11.00 AM to 11.15 AM:  Tea 
Break 

• 11.15 AM to 12.15 PM: Paper 
Presentation: Maalavika Ajaya 
Kumar (Research Scholar, Centre 
for Cultural Studies, Institute of 
English University of Kerala) 

TOPIC: “Rajya Kshemam”, “Griha 
Sukham” and the Limits of Gendered 
Freedom: An Analysis of Select Lesser-
Known Narratives from the Malayali 
Public Sphere (1940s -1960). 

Chair: Dr. Abitha Balagopalan (Assistant 
Professor, Department of English, Sree 
Kerala Varma College)  

• 12.15PM to 1.15 PM: Paper 
Presentation: Arya. K (Research 
Scholar SSUS, Kalady) 

TOPIC: മലയാള സാഹിത്യവ ും 

മദ്ധ്യവര്‍ഗ്ഗരൂപീകരണവ ും: 
കകരളീയാധ നികത്യ ടെ അഭിര ചി 
പാഠങ്ങള്‍ 

Chair: Obed Ebenezer (Research Scholar, 
Department of English, University of 
Calicut) 

• 1.15 PM to 2.00 PM: Lunch 
Break 

• 2.00 PM to 2.30 PM: Paper 
Presentation: Soumya KC 
(Research Scholar, Department of 
Malayalam, University of 
Calicut) 

TOPIC: കകരളീയ ടപാത് മണ്ഡലവ ും 

കഥാപ്പസുംഗവ ും 

Chair:  Sayoojya C.S (Research Scholar, 
Department of English, University of 
Calicut) 

• 3.00 PM to 5.00 PM: Valedictory 
Session 

• 3.00 PM to 4.00 PM: Paper 
Presentation: Dr. Kunhammad 
K.K. (Associate Professor, Dept 
of Studies in English, Kannur 
University)  

TOPIC: Little Modernities: Reflections on 
Emancipation, Marxism, and Cultural 
Studies. 

Chair: Dr. T.V. Madhu (Professor and 
Head of the Department of Philosophy, 
University of Calicut) 

• 4.00 PM to 4.15 PM: Tea Break  

• 4.15 PM to 4.50 PM: 
Presentation: Prof. M.V. 
Narayanan (Professor, 
Department of English, 
University of Calicut) 

The Political Trajectories of Cultural 
Studies in Kerala 

• 4.50 to 5.00 PM: Vote of Thanks: 
Shamna Nasreen (Student Co-
ordinator, Department of English, 
Calicut University) 


