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I.  Answer any two of the following questions in four to five pages:
1. Postcolonial writers engage with the concepts of ‘home’ and ‘history’ in order to 

negotiate the loss and reclamation of both. Discuss the statement with reference to two or 
three texts of your choice.

2. Discuss the impact of Michel Foucault on literary/cultural theory.

3. “Indian English novels from the last two decades of the twentieth century portray a sense 
of decay, a sense of loss, a sense of alienation, while still holding out hope.” Discuss with 
reference to at least two novels of your choice.

4. The English Renaissance is often referred to as a ‘golden age’. Do you agree with this 
description? Argue your case with reference to the plays of the period.

5. Examine how Women’s Writing takes on board issues of class, race and caste, with 
reference to two or three texts of your choice.

6. Discuss the impact of new media on literary and cultural studies.

7. Consider the importance of non-verbal dramatic techniques in contemporary theatre and 
how they contribute to the overall thematic and aesthetic effect of the plays.

8. Evaluate the impact of one of the following on literature and literary studies.

a. Identity Politics b. Environmentalism

c. The World Wars d. Globalization

e.  Nationalism f. Diasporas

g. Psycho-analysis h. Digital Culture
(2 x 15 = 30 marks)



II. Write short notes on any five of the following: 

1. Political Correctness 7. Absurdism

2. Confessional poetry 8. Queer Theory 

3. Hybridity 9. The Epic

4. Écriture féminine 10. Popular Culture 

5. New Historicism 11. Expressionism

6. Intertextuality 12. Dialogic Criticism 
(5 x 4 = 20 marks)



III. Explain the following in a sentence or two:
1. Assonance 7. Ambiguity
2. Epiphany 8. Hyperbole 
3. Archetype 9. Synesthesia
4. Synecdoche 10. Paradox
5. Allegory 11. Metonymy 
6. Dhvani 12. Semantics 

(12 x 2 = 24 marks)

IV. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word(s):
1. Semiotics is the study of _________________. 
2. We associate esemplastic imagination with _________________.
3. The  critical school to which Victor Shklovsky belonged was known as 

_________________.
4. Aggro effect is a dramatic strategy associated with the plays of _________________.
5. _________________ is the repetition of the same sounds or of the same kinds of sounds 

at the beginning of words or in stressed syllables of an English language phrase
6. Elizabeth Barrett Browning's _________________ is considered to be the first female 

Kunstlerroman in English literature.
7. The term carpe diem means_________________.
8. _________________ added the subtitle "A Pure Woman" to his novel  in order to 

felicitate its publication as a single voume in 1891.
9. _________________ developed the theoretical concept of aura.
10. The term 'Dystopia' means _________________.
11. The phrase 'dark Satanic mills" was used by the English poet_________________.
12. Hilary Mantel's novel Wolf Hall which won the Booker prize in 2009 is a fictional 

biography of _________________.
13.Little Nell is a character in Dickens' _________________.
14. Seamus Heaney’s most famous work is the translation of the epic Anglo-Saxon poem . 

_________________.
(14 x 1 = 14 marks)

V. Who are the authors of the following works?

1. Bachelor of Arts 7. Decolonizing the Mind
2. The Grass is Singing 8. The Gospel According to Christ
3. The Postmodern Condition 9. The Location of Culture
4. If on a Winter’s Night a Traveller 10. The Reluctant Fundamentalist
5. The Hungry Tide 11. Discipline and Punish
6. Savitri 12. Kafka on the Shore

(12 x 1 = 12 marks)


