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 I Attempt all the questions                                                              (1x50=50) 

 

 

1. The Canterbury Tales is said to have been influenced by______________________. 

 

a. Homer’s Odyssey 

b. Boccaccio’s Decameron 

c. Virgil’s Aeneid 

d. Aesop’s Fables. 

 

2. The last six lines of a sonnet are called_____________. 

a. Sextuplets 

b. Hiatus 

c. Sestet 

d. Volta 

 

3. _________________________is the evil monster in first English epic 

a. Beowulf 

b. Grendel 

c. Hrothgar 

d. Hygelac 

 

4. ____________________is the Shakespeare play whose main action takes place on a solitary 

island. 

a. As You Like It 

b. Othello 

c. Tempest 

d. Twelfth Night 



5. There is no God but God and his name is Shakespeare, said_________________ 

a. Harold Bloom 

b. Terry Eagleton 

c. Wilson Knight 

d. AC Bradley 

6. “Even now , now, very now , an old black ram is tupping your white ewe…” is a line taken 

from Shakespeare’s play________________ 

a. Tempest 

b. King Lear 

c. Hamlet 

d. Othello 

7. Pandemonium refers to _______________________in Milton’s Paradise Lost. 

a. the parliament of the devils. 

b. the venue of the pantomime 

c. the place where Adam and eve met 

d. the place where God cast the devil off to 

8. _______________is the lowest and the most groveling kind of wit according to Dryden. 

a. The inglorious slapstick 

b. The inglorious sarcasm 

c. The inglorious irony 

d. The inglorious pun 

9. Aristotle condemned__________________kind of plots. 

a. unified plots 

b. sequential plots 

c. fragmented plots 

d. episodic plots 

10. Oat was described as food eaten by people in ______________but fit only for horses in 

England by Samuel Johnson in his dictionary. 

a. India 

b. Wales 

c. Scotland 



d. Australia 

11. The attribution of human qualities to inanimate things or animals is known as 

_____________ 

a. Affective fallacy 

b. Pathetic fallacy 

c. Attributive fallacy 

d. None of the above 

12. The phrase “The crepitating clatter of crepuscular creatures cracked the silence of the 

night…” makes use of 

a. alliteration 

b. assonance 

c. metaphor 

d. simile 

13. There lay the river before us, slumbering like a giant python that has just devoured its 

prey… This is an example of 

a. metaphor 

b. simile 

c. synesthesia 

d. pathetic fallacy 

14. “Men are April when they woo/December when they wed” is an example of 

______________ 

a. metaphor 

b. simile 

c. synesthesia 

d. alliteration 

15. A heroic couplet is a pair of _____________________ 

a. iambic tetrameter lines that rhyme 

b. iambic hexameter lines that rhyme 

c. iambic pentameter lines that rhyme 

d. iambic pentameter lines that do not rhyme 

16. ______________________are also known as gliding vowels. 

a. Allophones 



b. Diphthongs 

c. Morphemes 

d. None of the above 

17. The word ‘screenager’ can be considered to be an example of a 

________________________ 

a. borrowed word 

b. backformation 

c. neologism 

d. heteroglossia 

18. Which among the following is a gothic novel? 

a. The Castle of Otranto 

b. Madame Bovary 

c. Les Miserables 

d. David Copperfield 

19. ___________________________is considered to be the author of Natyasastra. 

a. Bharata Muni 

b. Kali Dasa 

c. Panini 

d. Vishakhadatta 

20. “The Doctor and the Saint” is an essay by ______________________ 

a. Salman Rushdie 

b. Dr. B.R Ambedkar 

c. Arundhati Roy 

d. BG Vargheese 

21. Robert Oppenheimer, one of the main inventors of the atom bomb invoked the Indian epic 

hero-_________________while explaining the logic behind new weapon .   

a. Sri Ram 

b. Sri Krishna 

c. Siva 

d. Indra 

22. ___________________among the following is not a Nobel laureate. 



a. Orhan pamuk 

b. Gabriel Marquez 

c. Harold Pinter 

d. Virginia Woolf 

23. ___________________ was born in India. 

a. George Orwell 

b. DH Lawrence 

c. EM Forster 

d. Jane Austen 

24. ____________________is the translator of  Rubaiyat into English 

a. Edward Fitzgerald. 

b. Scott Fitzgerald 

c. George Chapman 

d. William James. 

25. ________________is the setting of much  of the action in The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness 

a.  Calcutta 

b. Dehradun 

c. Kashmir 

d. Mumbai 

26. According to Macaulay a______________________was worth the whole native literature of 

India and Arabia. 

a. single decent library in Europe 

b. single national library in England 

c. school library in Europe 

d. single shelf of a good European library 

27. According to Rushdie, “The  prose writing created in this period by Indian writers working 

in English is proving to be a stronger and more important body of work than most of what 

has been produced _____________________” 

a. in English by American and British writers 

b. in Malayalam, Tamil or Marathi 

c. in the 18 ‘recognised’ languages of India 



d. in Hindi, the national language of India. 

28. In __________________play, George Bernard Shaw problematizes the intricate relationship 

between social status and language variations existing in English. 

a. Pygmalion 

b. The Apple Cart 

c. Mrs. Warren’s Profession 

d. Arms and the Man 

29. At a New York Customs check post _______________________is said to have remarked: 

“I have nothing to declare except my genius. “ 

a. George Bernard Shaw 

b. Oscar Wilde 

c. Winston Churchill 

d. Walt Whitman 

30. ___________________composed the national anthem of two countries. 

a. William Wordsworth 

b. William Shakespeare 

c. Goethe 

d. Rabindranath Tagore 

31. According to Benedict Anderson, a nation is __________________ 

a.  a collection of like-minded individuals 

b.  a hotchpotch of diverse individuals and ethnicities 

c.  an imagined community 

d. a  group of law abiding citizens 

32. “Colorless green ideas creep furiously” was a sentence cited by  Noam Chomsky as an 

instance of a_________________________sentence. 

a. a grammatically correct but semantically nonsensical 

b. a grammatically correct and acceptable sentence 

c. a semantically correct but grammatically unacceptable sentence 

d. a semantically and grammatically acceptable sentence 

33. __________________is a grammatically wrong sentence. 

a. ‘I’ is the ninth letter of the English alphabet. 



b. The sands of the sea is countless. 

c. Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown. 

d. Heard melodies are sweet 

34. ______________is the English title of the Malayalam novel that triggered controversies on 

account of its references to women’s sartorial choices during temple visits. 

a. Meesha 

b. Moustache 

c. The Dictator 

d. Sugandhi Alias Andal Devanayaki 

35. ___________________is not a movie directed by Christopher Nolan 

a. The Dark Knight 

b. Inception 

c. Interstellar 

d. Vertigo 

 

 

 

36. _____________________is a film not scripted by P Balachandran. 

a. Trivandrum Lodge 

b. Ulladakkam 

c. Pavithram 

d. Kammatti Paadam 

37. The title of _____________________’s autobiography doesn’t contain the word 

‘Confession’. 

a. Jacques Rousseau 

b. St. Augustine 

c. Thomas De Quincey 

d. Bertrand Russell 

38. Which among the following is not a preposition? 

a. Beside 

b. Beyond 

c. Berate 



d. Below   

39. ________________is an author who published her works under more than two names. 

a. Anita Desai 

b. Kamala Das 

c. Kiran Desai 

d. Nabaneeta Dev Sen 

40. “Song of Myself” is a poem by __________________ 

a. Walt Whitman 

b. William Wordsworth 

c. Alan Ginsberg 

d. John Keats 

41. _______________is a poem written in the style of a nursery rhyme 

a. Coleridge’s ‘ The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ 

b. Sylvia Plath’s ‘Daddy’ 

c. John Keats’s ‘Ode to Autumn’ 

d. WH Auden’s ‘ ‘In Memory of WB Yeats’ 

42. ____________________is not an example of an absurdist play. 

a. Anton Chekhov’s  The Cherry Orchard 

b. Becket’s  Waiting for Godot 

c. Edward Albee’s  Zoo Story 

d. Harold Pinter’s The Birthday Party 

43. Margaret Atwood, Margaret Lawrence, Northrop Frye, and Stephen Leacock are 

all__________________ 

a. Australian writers 

b. Canadian writers 

c.  Indigenous Canadian writers   

d. Native American writers 

44. The Uneven development, which is an offshoot of the exploitation of minorities and 

marginalized groups is also known as   ____________      

a. systematic discrimination 

b. internal colonialism 



c. ghettoization 

d. none of the above 

45. The etymology of the word ‘theory’ is traced to the Greek ‘theoros’ which 

means__________ 

a. speculator 

b. seeker of truth 

c. wise judge 

d. spectator 

46. The word ‘hysteria’ has its origin in the Greek word ‘hystera’ meaning______________ 

a. psychological disorder 

b. womb 

c. head ache 

d. dizziness 

47. The word ‘archetype’ is associated with ______________________________ 

a. Sigmund Freud 

b. Carl Gustav Jung 

c. Alfred Adler 

d. Frederick Jameson 

48. __________________is not an example of a Dalit memoir 

a. Joothan 

b. Ants Among Elephants 

c. The Outcaste: Akkarmashi 

d. The Gypsy Goddess 

49.  _________________is not an onomatopoeic word. 

a. Foot 

b. Click 

c. Hiss 

d. Whizz 

50. The phrase ‘the deafening silence’ is an example of _____________ 

a. an antithetical phrase 

b. a tautological phrase 



c. an oxymoron 

d. a synesthesia                        (1x50=50) 

11. Write short notes on any two of the following: 
a. Tragic Flaw 

b. Dhvani 

  c. Hamlet and the Oedipus Complex. 

d. The question of caste in God of Small Things 

e. English Language and the Social Media 

f. The Elizabethan Theatre 

g. The English Romantic poets     (2x5=10) 

 

111. Write a detailed essay on any one of the following: 
          a. Feminist movements in literature. 

          b. Dalit literature in India 

          c. Vaikam Muhammad Basheer as a social satirist 

          d. Shakespeare adaptations in films. 

          e. Mahabharata adaptations in Malayalam literature.                         

                                                                                                  (1x20=20) 

 

 

1V. Write a critical appreciation of one of the following:                            (1x20=20) 
 

 The jungle moved farther away from the caged tiger, but he could not forget. He stared angrily at 

men hovering around his cage while their eyes contemplated him with fearless curiosity. One of them 

spoke in a calm but authoritative voice, “If you really want to learn my profession, the profession of 

animal taming, you must never forget that the stomach of your adversary is your first target, and then 

you will find that this is a profession that is both easy and difficult at the same time. Look at this tiger. 

He is ferocious and wild, very proud of his freedom, his strength, and his power, but he will change. 

He will become meek and gentle and as obedient as a small child. Just watch what will happen when 

I control his food and he doesn’t. Watch and learn!”  
The men hastened to say that they would be loyal students, so the tamer smiled and mockingly 

questioned the tiger, “How is our dear guest?” 

The tiger said, “Get me something to eat. It’s time for my dinner.”  
The tamer feigned surprise, “Do you give me orders when you’re my prisoner? What a ridiculous 

tiger! You have to realize that I am the only one here who is entitled to give orders.”  
The tiger said, “No one commands tigers.”  
The tamer said, “But you are not a tiger now. You are a tiger only in the jungle, but now you are 

in a cage. You have become a slave, and you must do whatever I tell you to do.”  
The tiger said impatiently, “I will not be a slave to anyone.”  
The tamer said, “You will have to obey me because I control your food now.” The tiger said, “I 

don’t want your food.”  
The tamer said, “Then stay hungry if you want to. I won’t force you to do what you don’t want to 

do.” And he added, addressing his students, “You will see how he will change. Pride and stubbornness 

won’t fill a hungry stomach.” 
 

And the tiger became hungrier and hungrier and remembered the days when, unchained, he would 

race along like the wind chasing his victims.  



On the second day, the tamer and his students surrounded the tiger’s cage and the tamer said, 

“Aren’t you hungry? Certainly you must be having hunger pains by now. Say that you are hungry, 

and you will have what you want.” 
 

The tiger remained silent, so the tamer said, “Do what I say and don’t be foolish. Say that you are 

hungry and you will have all you want to eat.” 

The tiger said, “I’m hungry.”  
So the tamer laughed and told his students, “There he has fallen into my trap, and there is no 

escape.” And he issued orders for the tiger to be given a good supply of meat.  
On the third day, the tamer said to the tiger, “If you want to get food today, do what I say.”  
The tiger said, “I won’t obey you.”  
The tamer said, “Wait a minute, my request is very simple. You are just roaming around your cage; 

when I tell you to stop, I want you to stop.”  
The tiger said to himself, “It’s really a trivial request. Why should I be stubborn and go hungry?”  
Then the tamer shouted, “Stop.”  
So the tiger froze immediately, and the tamer said in a pleased voice, “Well done.” So the tiger 

was happy and ate ravenously while the tamer was saying to his students, “He will become a paper 

tiger after a few days.”  
On the fourth day, the tiger said to the tamer “I’m hungry, so ask me to stop again.”  
The tamer said to his students, “He has started to like what I order him to do.”  
Then he turned and said to the tiger, “You will not eat today unless you imitate the miaowing of 

cats.”  
So the tiger suppressed his anger and said to himself, “I will amuse myself and do what he 

wants.”  
And he imitated the cat’s miaow, but the tamer frowned and said disapprovingly, “Is that the best 

you can do? Do you consider growling to be miaowing?” So the tiger once again tried to imitate the 

cat’s miaow, but the tamer remained grim and said contemptuously, “Be silent, be silent. Your 

mimicry is still a failure. I will leave you today to practice the cat’s miaow, and tomorrow I will test 

you. If you succeed, you will eat, but if you do not succeed, you will not eat.” 
 

And the tamer walked away from the tiger’s cage with deliberately slow steps, his students 

following him whispering and laughing among themselves. And the tiger longed to be back in the 

jungle, but it was very far away. 
 

On the fifth day the tamer said to the tiger: “Come on, if you sound like a cat today, you will get a 

big piece of fresh meat.”  
The tiger mimicked the cat’s miaow, and the tamer clapped his hands and said happily, “You’re 

great. You miaow like a cat in February.” 

And he threw him a big piece of meat.  
On the sixth day, no sooner had the tamer approached the tiger, then the tiger began miaowing like 

a cat. But the tamer remained silent and frowned until the tiger said “But I’m miaowing like a cat.”  
The tamer said, “I want you to bray like a donkey.”  
The tiger said with annoyance: “I am a tiger, feared by the animals of the jungle and you want me 

to bray like a donkey. I will die rather than execute your request.”  
So the tamer departed from the tiger’s cage without uttering a word.  
On the seventh day the tamer came to the tiger’s cage and smiled and said to the tiger, “Do you not 

want to eat?”  
The tiger said, “I want to eat.”  



The tamer said, “The meat that you will eat has a price. Bray like a donkey, and you will get it.”  
The tiger tried to remember the jungle and he failed, so he burst forth braying with eyes closed. 

The tamer said, “Your braying is not successful, but I shall give you a piece of meat because I pity 

you.”  
And on the eighth day the tamer said to the tiger, “I shall recite the opening of a speech. When I 

finish, I want you to clap.”  
The tiger said: “I will clap.” 

So the tamer began reciting his speech, “Citizens . . . we have previously on many occasions made 

our positions clear regarding all matters of destiny, and this frank and steadfast position will not 

change however much the enemy forces conspire, and with faith we shall be victorious.” 

The tiger said, “I don’t understand what you said.”  
The tamer said, “You have to admire everything I say, and clap with admiration.”  
The tiger said, “Forgive me, I am ignorant and illiterate, your speech is marvelous, and I shall clap 

as you wish.” And the tiger clapped, so the tamer said, “I do not like hypocrisy or hypocrites. Today 

you will be deprived of food as punishment.”  
On the ninth day the tamer came carrying a bundle of grass, threw it to the tiger, and said, “Eat.”  
The tiger said, “What is this? I am a meat-eater.”  
The tamer said, “As of today you shall not eat anything but grass.”  
When the tiger’s hunger grew, he tried to eat the grass, but its taste shocked him. He drew back 

from it in revulsion, but he returned to it again; little by little he began to relish its taste.  
On the tenth day, the tamer disappeared, as did his students as well as the tiger and the cage. The 

tiger became a citizen, and the cage became a city. 

 
                                   OR 

the Cambridge ladies who live in furnished souls 

are unbeautiful and have comfortable minds 

(also, with the church's protestant blessings 

daughters,unscented shapeless spirited) 

they believe in Christ and Longfellow, both dead, 

are invariably interested in so many things— 

at the present writing one still finds 

delighted fingers knitting for the is it Poles? 

perhaps. While permanent faces coyly bandy 

scandal of Mrs. N and Professor D 

.... the Cambridge ladies do not care, above 

Cambridge if sometimes in its box of 

sky lavender and cornerless, the 

moon rattles like a fragment of angry candy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


